VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

PRESEN TED BY:

In His Own Words

As told to Lew Boyd

® Born December 14, 1965
in York, Pennsylvania

e The 2011 World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series
champion, 2002 UDTRA
Great Northern Challenge
champion, and winner of the
1999 Dirt Late Model Dream
at Eldora Speedway; 2017
inductee into the National
Dirt Late Model Hall of Fame

A racer who enjoys all aspects
of the sport.
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ing. When we're not out on the road

somewhere, I go to the races around
here in York, Pennsylvania. Sometimes the
street stocks put on the best show.

I m justa racer. Love all forms of rac-

Man, there have been some ups and downs.
My national championships were cool, but
the best night was at the Dream [at Eldora
Speedway] in 1999. I had a good car and
was running second to Steve Francis. I
passed him late and then did that watch-
ing and listening for anything that could
possibly screw up. It didn’t. Coming off
that fourth turn the last time was incredi-
ble. There was such an atmosphere back at
Eldora when Earl Baltes owned it. Victory
lane was crazy.

Probably my worst night—part of it any-
way—came eight or nine years ago at
Attica Raceway Park in Ohio. We were
running my own team with the World of
Outlaws, and it wasn’t going well. I went to
qualify and was second quick on my first
lap. Then on the second [lap] I blew wide-
open. [ was ready to cry. I told Krystal, my
wife, “I'm thinking 'm done. I just can't
struggle this way any longer. I'm not going
to unload our backup car”

She looked at me and said, “Are you crazy?
We're going to unload anyway.” So, we did
and won the B-main. In the A-main I
started way back in 19th or 20th and was
able to get up to about fifth. Out came the
red. Zach, one of my pit guys, came out on
the track and said, “Did you just park in
a puddle or what!?” I think I said, “Shit!”

A couple of teams helped us replace the
radiator, and just as the green flew, I pulled
into the last row. Wouldn't you know it,
with two to go, I got by Josh Richards for
the win.

It started as a horrible time, but I guess the
racing gods made it possible for me not
to commit suicide. Or, maybe, it was the
racing goddess.

The York, Pennsylvania area has always
had lots of sprint cars and modifieds.
But my dad ran late models when I was
growing up. I started in figure eights, then
streeters, limiteds, and finally late models
when I was a senior in high school in 1984.

MULTI-LAYERED STAINLESS
STEEL HEAD GASKETS

Strong, Simple to Use & Ready for Battle.

Advanced manufacturing ensures trouble- N
free, bolt-on performance without
extra sealants. SCEgaskets.com/mlss

HIGH PERFORMANCE RACE FANS

Tunable Cooling
Universal 6061-T6 Aluminum Hub
High-Temp Fiber Reinforced Zytel® Blades
Ultra Lightweight

¥ W

RACE-FAN

3/8" and 5/16" Mounting Holes
Aerospace Grade Hardware
Patent Pending
Made in the USA

MORE INFORMATION AT [
www.RACE-FAN.com \

LOCAL DRIVERS GET NEW OPPORTUMITIES

Looking back at our
most impactful covers
over the past 17 years.

» November 2008

If drifiting star Vaughn Gittin Jr. was so
good slinging his car sideways, he should
be a natural racing a stock car on dirt,
right? We put that theory to the test.
Cover photo by Karl Fredrickson.
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— www.bart-wheel.com

WHEELS
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manufaclures a
complete line of
slandard pit boxes,
custom pit boxes, and
pit carts o fit your
particular needs and
requirements.

«All Aluminum Construction
»Storage between wheels on each side
«Spray-on liner covers ltop surface

Check out In-stock inventory and custom possibilities at:

708-458-9141

ml'lmll)(esm car-888.274-8679

y Motor Homes, Custom Toler Homes,
Hospitality Trailers, and Custom Trailers.

We start with precision cut blanks and form
B ART parts into specifically engineered discs for
various applications. Once the parts are
completed, the wheels are manufactured in
our assembly department where each and
every wheel is dial indicator checked for
radial and lateral runout, to ensure that each

and every Bart Wheel meets the precise
tolerance demands needed for racing.
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TRAILERS & TRANSFPORTERS
B Check the website for latest inventory! RACETRAILERSALES.COM - 888-274-8679

Looking back at our

» November 2009

Scott Bloomquist took us inside
the Zero Hero's lair for a rare tour.
Cover photo by Joey Millard.

most impactful covers
over the past 17 years.
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| really like
racing. All of it.
Even working
on the car and
working with
sponsors and
the media.

Then I tried running both sprint cars and
late models, often on the same night. It was
too much. I went with the late models, but
I'll tell you I sure would like to jump in a
good sprint car today.

We travel about 50,000 miles a year, and I
drive the hauler. We're the only ones from
this area, but it isn’t a bad place to be. There
is so much racing here, and there are lots of
parts and racing people. Charlotte would be
a good place to live, too.

At one time there may have been more
late models than any other form of race
car, but now it might be the IMCA/UMP
modifieds. They’re cool.

The racing life is a busy life. Were pretty
much on from February right through
November. During high season we run
four or five times a week, and it can get
brutal. Other times can be a little lax, so
we can get caught up making spare bodies
and stuff. I would guess it averages out that
we work as many hours as normal hard-
working folks.

At 51 [years old] I suppose I should take
more time to work out than I am right
now. Things do hurt more when you get a
little older. But I will tell you that doing a
100-lapper is serious exercise.

Technology really has taken over. It used to
be that when the track was wet, youd really
manhandle the car, and when it dried out,



110 Pearl St.

Bangor, Wi 54614
877-1160;7211

TRANNY PANHARD

youd tip-toe around, trying so hard not to
spin your tires. Now there isn't that big a
difference in lap times over the course of
the night. You have to charge all the time.

There’s always something new to keep an
eye on—almost a new tech fad. It's going N FrAR - 3 oo
to be air springs next, just as mentioned in
Speedway Illustrated recently. Some guys
had them—fairly hidden—Ilast year and
had a lot of success. —

rHASSIS
There are really no rules with our motors,
so they’re not an issue. It's been open comp,
including wide-bore blocks. That really
can’t be changed now.

The amount of money needed to go on the
late model circuit for a year would make you
cry. We have a wonderful owner now, Paul
Crowl, who got more sponsors than I ever
had. He used to race and just does it for the

love of the sport. Every time we go to the
races we talk about how grateful we are. Vi cto ry

I guess I am a little different. As I said, I

really like racing. All of it. Even working New carburetors custom-built to fit your

on the car and working with sponsors and demands. Race-ready and fully-calibrated for

the media. gas or methanol. Full line of distributor service,

including performance re-curve. Complete re-building

. service for any carburetor or ignition system.

It's funny how that all works. The shop

phone can really get ringing on Mondays,

especially when we are running well.

Sometimes we have to leave the phone
off the hook so we can get everything all =
cleaned up from the weekend. I do know 2 : competitioncarburetion.com
that Monday is the night—the one night— % bl (775) 331-5609

that I always have to be home for dinner.
"l just take the carburetor

o L 40 out of the box and win. | don't need

My wife, Krystal, has a couple of Firehouse to touch a thing."” - Matt Sheppard,

Subs franchises. I have a daughter, Court- 5-time SuperDIRTcar series Champion.
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ney. She was on the road with me so much
by the time she was 10 she was pretty much

raced out. I don’t have to worry about get-

ting her a sprint car. we're Back!
€

Looking back at our Rz e P ks
[ know people have called me Mr. most impactful covers / =)

Consistency of the late models. It is true over the past 17 years. Hdw TOBEA
that I try hard not to tear too much stuff (WINNING)_’R.ACER

up. That, too, is probably from my dad. ol
Back when we were racing together, we ’ December 2010 2 —
didn’t have much of a budget. We had to After an ownership change that did .
fix everything ourselves.

' not go well, the employees took

So many drivers today are kids who come control over the magazine and N
from money, and they tend to be gassers. revived it. Since then, it has thrived. Fou e, s s

: ; The Ot o vt s
If they bend something up, they can shrug Cover photo by Tom Macht T e

it off. “Hey, that's no big deal” ¥
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