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David Bryan

In His Own Words

ou could say I love what I do. I

was born in Miami and lived there

for two weeks before coming to
Maryville, Tennessee. I just love it here and
don’t want to go anywhere else.

As for my career, working on race cars
is all T have ever done. And it has always
been dirt.
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I'was lucky. We had a neighbor growing up
named Cline Gregory, and he was a local
level racer—and a good guy. I watched
him carefully, and he became a mentor.
Without me even realizing it, he taught
me life skills, like how to grow up and to
work hard. He always did things his own
way, and I sure seem to have followed that
course.
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RACING GEAR

As told to Lew Boyd

e Born June 23, 1965 in Miami, Florida

e Noted dirt late model crew chief who
never worked a job outside of
dirt-track racing.

He also taught me about race cars, begin-
ning with how to do fiberglass. By age 16,
I was building fiberglass bodies, and that
provided my living as I began to learn
about other aspects of the cars.

By the early 1980s, I was crewing for a
driver named Sonny Huskie at places like
[now-defunct] Atomic Speedway in Lenoir
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City, Tennessee. The cars were homebuilt
in those days, and I realized it was not
enough to ask a question about how to get
faster. I could see if you didn’t understand
the adjustment, you weren't ahead. I made
it my point to understand why, and I went
after it—every aspect of a race car except
for the engines.

By 1987, I became a paid crew chief for the
first time. It was with Scott Sexton, just a
regular guy, not the hero driver type. We
became great friends and, as it turned out,
we had lots of success. Our relationship
lasted for most of 10 years, and, start-
ing out as nobodies, we actually made a
national impact and were a threat to win
in super dirt late model shows with UMP,
Southern Dirt, and Hav-A-Tampa.

We worked really hard, were very focused,
picking and choosing which races wed do,
because we both wanted to be back home
in Tennessee on Sundays. We were actually
able to make a living out of what we won. I
learned to be very careful about the budget.

There are lots of crew chiefs who will tell
a driver how to drive. It was my job to
understand how race cars work, and I've
always been willing to adjust the car to the
driver. So many people just want to know
the right way to do setups for a hero driver.
I don't care about that. I love working with
kids, helping them to get to winning.

Of course, that is not to say that being a
crew chief doesn't involve some driver
coaching. I can be pretty flamboyant if a
driver gets it totally wrong and does stupid
things.

Sadly, over time Scott became ill and
passed away. But our relationship and our
style of racing really helped me to advance
to bigger and wealthier teams. People had
taken notice of us.

I worked for a number of teams after that
and also got involved with some track
operations. For three years, in the early
2000s, I was general manager of Volunteer
Speedway in Bulls Gap, Tennessee. I have
been around.

Then, about 10 years ago, I was hired to
be crew chief for Blount Motorsports, a
super dirt late model team right here in
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6CT PRO CIRCLE TRACK
IGNITION pn Guzsct

+ MSD's smoothest rev limiter vet! Won't upset the

chassis & easy on parts.

- Quick reset high RPM recall records highest engine RPM
y turned for last 20 minutes of run time.
- LED display shows rev limit, highest RPM turned, eylinder

select, start retard, battery voltage 6 can be set to
tach mode.

« Three rotary dials allow easy setup of features.
- Built-in Start Retard adjustable in 0°, 10° or 20°

increments for guick, easy starts & extended starter life.

+ Full delivery of spark energy down to 6 volts battery supply.

CIRCLE TRACK
HEI DISTRIBUTORS

PN 8362CT

- Meets sanctioning body HEI distributor rules and

ultimate reliability.

- 0PQ coated distributor gear, Tig welded shaft & weight

plate pins for brute strength and durability.

- High output ignition coil for peak spark energy at any RPM.

APPEARING!

- [P coated chromoly advance cam and weights provide

smaoth operation & precision timing,

- Compatible with MSD 8727CT HEI Circle Track Rev Limiter.

MLS HEADER GASKETS
- SMALL BLOCK CHEVY

* Multi-Layered Steel [MLS) gaskets are designed for

extreme cylinder pressures produced by high
horsepower-high compression engines.

- Three stainless steel layers resist corrosion and won't

burn through or push out & maintain maximum fastener
torgue retention.

- Stress formed inner & outer layer embossments

rebound under exhaust flange elamp load, creating
force to seal extreme exhaust pressures. Total
gasket thickness .075”.

- Won't deteriorate from scrubbing action caused by

different expansion rates in aluminum & steel materials.

EVERYTHING! scs 25065 [

SEEITALL AT HOLLEY.COM!

Quote Worthy

“In '14 to '15, if we finished a race, we were
pretty celebratory.”

Winning car owner Steve Ritchey
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VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

“We have done
well, but time is
passing, and [ feel
it passing me up.
I'm still a flip-phone
guy—no Internet, even.
It’s not that | don'’t love
racing anymore. Maybe

| like it too much.”
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Maryville. But at first, it involved more
than just the cars. Turns out they had a
relationship with Smoky Mountain Speed-
way, also right here in town, and asked me
to do track prep there.

It was one huge challenge. The red dirt here
in our area has more of a brain than any
person I've ever met. You need to study it,
learn it, watch how it changes color, water
it, iron it—and massage it every night
without rushing even a little bit. One load
of water can turn you from a hero to a zero,
and one night I really messed up. Fans were
sitting there in the stands at 7:00 oclock
ready to go, and the place was so wet there
was no way I could even pack it down. It
beat me in the butt. You gotta get it just
right. And to make it harder, each track
is different.

I've been offered lots of track-prep jobs,
even for motorcycle events, but there was
certainly no way I could prepare both the
Blount cars and racetracks, so I came back
to the cars full-time. We have done well,
but time is passing, and I feel it passing me
up. I'm still a flip-phone guy—no Internet,
even. It's not that I don't love racing any-
more. Maybe I like it too much.

You know, if we have set fast time, have
a good starting spot in the main and are
thrashing to get ready, and I hear a street
stock next to us start up and sound all
screwed up, everything inside me wants
to go help the guy. I don't care what class it
is. It pays such personal dividends to help
people do better.

The technology around these late model
cars has gone right out of control. The
expenses have become horrific. It is really
sad to notice what has really happened
over the last decade or so, not just for
super dirt late models, but for racing in
general. It was the mid-level workingman
who populated the pit area as racing devel-
oped—concrete contractors, carpenters,
electricians, the backbone of the sport. So
many of them have bowed out and quit.

Five years ago, there were usually five races
paying $5,000 to $10,000 to win, with
a 35- to 40-car field within 200 miles of
Maryville. No problem getting home on
Sunday. Today there might be just one.
That’s a constriction of four times, and I
hate it.

I’'m not sure what can be done. I want to
say “Stop! Fix it!” but the racers themselves
just keep pushing that envelope, even
when they know they can't afford it. No
one wants to go slower.

No question we're still going at Blount,
however. This year were doing Schaef-
fer’s Southern Nationals Series again with
Donald MclIntosh. I noticed him park-
ing next to us for a while and I liked the
way he handled himself. He’s a good kid,
young and technical. And, under the
circumstances, I feel Donald and I have
become a good match. I watch the car out
there very carefully, and, when he comes
in, listen about what he is feeling. He then
takes in all the data-acquisition numbers
and works the shock dynos, and then we
talk and come to concurrence about how
to proceed.

We run 60 to 65 shows a year, and, even
though we are a relatively small team, we
make our presence known—even at the big
ones like the Dream.

I'm proud of what we do and I still run
a tight ship. But, with the expenses today,
there is no way we can come close to break-
ing even.

You know, it hasn’t been that long, but
sometimes it seems like an eternity has
passed since those great seasons with
Scott Sexton, when we raced leaning more
on our intuition—and it paid for all our
hamburgers. 3




