VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

e Born on September 13, 1962,
in Muskegon, Michigan

e Popular, entrepreneurial Mike
Garvey raced his way out of

GA RVE ' Michigan to win all across the
nation and become one of the
I n H ' S awn W or ds most successful late model
As t0|d to LewB oyd builders and drivers.
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11 T ever wanted to do was to race,
A and you could say that’s all I ever

did. It started early. As a little
kid, T was drawing pictures of race cars in
school rather than paying attention, and by
the time I was 11, I was handling all the
tires. You see, my dad, who once raced,
was flagging then and building and main-
taining cars for Thunderbird Raceway in
Muskegon—and they were fast. [ was all
over it, learning everything I could.

We were blue collar as could be. Thunder-

bird was dirt, and my dad liked that. It was Order Or

before Howe cars, and they ran low-cost, - - Tech Advice:
home-built Chevelles. Often, though, wed hm i ) : k. (800) 441-8619
go up to Berlin Raceway in Grand Rap- .

ids and watch Senneker, Sweet, and those Find Us On-Line: EmaillUs:

guys. I was in awe—it was like the Daytona WWW.SWEETMANUFACTURING.COM SALES@SWEETMANUFACTURING.COM
500 to me.

My mom insisted I finish school before ac-
tually driving. So I waited and waited and
started the day after graduation. I won the
first time out.
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This was on Ludington Speedway’s dirt,
but, in the background, Port City Racecars
had opened, and Harley Boeve was build-
ing these amazing asphalt cars for guys like

Butch Miller. That was the coolest thing I COMPLETE CELL SFC24B-AC | SPRING LOADED FLAPPER COMPLETE CELL STC22B
. BLADDER STB22B

had ever seen. I started hanging out at Port -
City and became a broom-pusher. Harley ”I” T Aﬂm
gave me my chance: He hired me as a train- LATE MODEL REPLACEMENT BLABDER
ee, leading to every aspect of building race
cars. Right then I learned it’s all about the ALL CONTAINERS
people you meet. And I was willing to STEEL OR ALUMINUM
work, so I met a lot of people and would POWDER COATED
never have a job outside of racing.
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One night racing at a dirt track a couple ”"‘“"'fig‘é's.a"fppme > il ‘f'éf?miﬁoo,."f“;; *
s i PH: 7329224334 EMAIL: INFO@SCHULTZPRODUCTS.COM 435 5. AIRPARK RD EDGEWATER, FL 32132

pairing it—in a mud puddle. 'm a clean
freak, and I knew I was done with dirt. I

built a nice clean pavement car, like the INCREASE HORSEPOWER & ENGINE LIFE

EREDRRa e et B DR EXTREME PRESSURE & FILM STRENGTH

started running Berlin and other local :
paved tracks. & TriboDyn“Patented Ceramic Lubricants

+ Perform Under Extreme Prossure & Heat ENGINEERED TO: + Improve Fue! Mileage
oleilhs + Enhance Motor Performance & Hor: + Reduce Operating Temperature
It went well; I was winning. But I was SO | & Famis Geramic Coating Under Extreme Conditions + Reduces Woar & Incresses Englas Lie

busy at Port City I could only race 10 or
12 times a year. I had become too valuable
in the shop, and I knew I would have to
leave there if my driving career was going
to grow. I'd had to turn down offers to drive
cars. So, I gambled and left in 1988. I had —— - =
nothing lined up but I knew that somehow, e T ;',20,?#,;“}"9,{; cants www.TriboD yn.com Tribolyn

I had to get South, closer to the action. eS8 417042083571 | oto@TiibeOym.com LuBRICanTS

Speedway lllustrated | October 2023 89



VOICE OF EXPERIENCE

Its funny how sometimes things come to-
gether. At a show at Nashville, after I qual-
ified third, John Arnold, a Port City client,
asked me to join him in Kentucky. I'd build
our own cars, maintain them, and go on
the road with the NASCAR All Ameri-
can Challenge Series. I was Rookie of the
Year in 1989 and champion the following
season.

We raced a lot, even in Busch. That didn't
g0 so well, because I didn't have any expe-
rience in that kind of racing. On the short
tracks, though, those four seasons with
John were strong enough that my name
began getting out there nationally. That
time in Louisville was also significant be-
cause it set the stage for the next couple of
decades. My life became one of accepting
opportunities that came along with owners
to build and run their cars. It seemed that
I moved around the South about 10 times.
If things didn’t work out where I happened
to be, I would just move on.

When I left for Kentucky, I had no help
except for my good friend and honorary
younger brother, Tony Barclay. He contin-
ued on with me to the next stop, a short one
in Atlanta with Herb Murrath. We won the
All American 400 at Nashville. But, better
than that, I met Lisa Huffman, Miss Geor-
gia World in 1980, and we married in 1992.
One of our first dates was at Martinsville
at an All Pro race. I was alone, so I asked
Lisa if shed score for me. She said, “What’s
that?!” but brave soul, off to the tower she
went. I won, and she’s been my scorer ever
since. She's become highly sought-after by
other teams as well. Meanwhile Tony set
out and did really well, working with Jeff
Gordon in a championship year.

Lisa was with me from then on. The next
locale was Titusville, Florida, with LaWarre
Racing. A highlight was setting quick time
at Daytona in the Busch car. It was unlikely
but fun. It's such a different kind of racing.
When you are in a group of cars drafting
it can be interesting, but it is almost lonely
out by yourself. Though I would continue
doing some superspeedway racing when
opportunities arose, I knew by then that
I really preferred the short tracks. The
racing was so much more exciting—and
the big advantage was that I could do it by
myself with one other person. The teams
necessary in superspeedway racing are so

complicated. If you lose one person, you
are really screwed.

In 1995, I bounced back to Atlanta with

Herb and then the Kevin Horton Home-

building operation. I won three Hooters

Pro Cup shows, was their most popu-

lar driver, and we continued up front in
NASCAR All Pro. Then, in 1996, came a
fortuitous race at Lakeland, Florida, with
ASA cars. lowa’s Dan Hodges arrived with
a new team, but it looked like they weren't
going to qualify. I ended up in his car and
led a bunch of laps. It was my start in ASA,
the beginning of my best seasons ever. This
form of racing really suited me. It was so
professionally run. The money was good,
there was TV, and sponsorship was readily
available.

In addition to Murrath and Hodges, I
drove for Gerry Gunderman, Scott LaFa-
vor, and for the last three years, my broth-
er-in-law, Bill Plemons. We had a total of
21 wins, more than anyone else, and I was
voted most popular driver in 2003. Sadly,
ASA was shuttered by 2005.

After ASA shut down, it was not feasible
to continue short-track racing full time,
much as I wanted to. The costs to compete
were skyrocketing, while purses were going
down. It was becoming nearly impossible
to get by just driving short tracks. The big-
ger money was in the superspeedways, and
by now Lisa and I had a son and a daughter,
Austin and Megan.

Soin 2006 I listened to a call from my bud-
dy Barry Haefele, who wanted to build a
Cup team. The only way to get started
was to do some start-and-park races, but
racing not to win really got to me. Frank-
ly it seemed degrading, and it didn't last.
Meanwhile, it seemed everyone I talked to
at those races, even guys like Jimmie John-
son and Matt Kenseth, would come up to
me and want to talk about the short tracks.
That was their roots, too. In any case, Barry
shut the team down in August.

Of course, I was still racing the short tracks
when I could, and 2006 was also the year I
met the wall at Hickory, blowing out some
discs. That cut into my driving even more.
I was better by the next year and ran some
races with Hooters Pro Cup. But I knew
that Mike Garvey Racing was changing



its course. I began doing more and more
consulting, helping teams with technolo-
gy, building and testing cars, being a driver
coach, helping other people become suc-
cessful wherever they wanted to race. I
worked with guys like Bubba Pollard, Matt
Hawkins, and Ryan Crane.

In 2010, Ryan Sieg hired me as crew chief
to get his Craftsman trucks rocking. Along
the way, I often would start and park one of
them. I actually ended up making 72 starts
in NASCARS top tiers—Cup, Busch, and
trucks.

Even though I was not driving as much,
I was just as busy as before, traveling all
over the country to races—and even mov-
ing around to be close to the teams I was
consulting with. It was a lifestyle perfectly
suited to me, and I loved it. I am a strange
kind of bird, in that I really loved to drive,
but when I wasn't, I really could focus on
the task at hand.

But any way you look at it, my way has
been a selfish, a gypsy way. It might have
been fun for me but what of Lisa and the
kids? It was only workable because of the
support of Lisa’s family and mine. They
both bought motorhomes and followed us

to the races. It was always a family affair.
When your family is behind you, you can
do anything.

The only time that was a challenge came in
2012. Tracy Goodson called and asked me
to come down to Pensacola to build and
run Late Models at Five Flags, at Mobile,
and all over the South. The problem was
that Lisa was back in Georgia and our son
was finishing up high school. I went down,
rented a condo for myself, and the families
would get together on the weekends. Lisa
and the kids soon followed me south, and
we're still in Pensacola today.

I really love those super late models. I was
doing quite a bit of driving again and felt
so much more competent in cars I'd built
myself. Then came 2014. I was racing at
Montgomery and a throttle stuck. This
time I did some major nerve damage to
my legs and actually had to stop driving
during a long recuperation. I've only been
able to compete in about one or two shows
a year since.

I'm concentrating now on Mike Garvey
Racing’s consulting business and building
a fully equipped shop in Pensacola. I have
no regrets. Sure, it would have been nice

to be financially set through Cup racing.
But I've been having so much fun the last
few years, working on late models from
Oregon to Maine.

The best part of it is that I don’t have to do
marketing. I can pick the people I want to
be involved with—TI just wait for the phone
to ring. When it does, it’s usually a friend,
and the relationship often lasts for years.

Occasionally something unexpected will
come along, such as last year when I served
for a time as crew chief on a DGM Xfini-
ty car driven by Mason Filippi. But I'd say
I have 10 to 15 regular clients. I really do
feel lucky.

In March this year, I was “Guest of Honor”
at the inaugural ASA STARS Tour race at
Five Flags in Pensacola, where I had won
the first ASA event in 1997. That was just
my second time driving for Gerry Gunder-
son. I'd landed the ride after Matt Kenseth
went with Robbie Reiser in NASCAR.

Itd sure be cool if ASA took off again. I'm
60 now, but feeling well. I'd like to bump
up my driving again. I've always found that
the more you race, the better you get. FSW

Writers and Photographers Needed

/
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Faster. Safer. Wiser.

tographers. Primarily short track and tech is highly so
[ ay lllustrated pays for everything that’s publish

Speedway lllustrated is searching for
motivated workers to sell subscriptions
at racing events and promote our
keepsake plaque services from home.
This part-time opportunity has no ceiling,
with many of our sales associates
receiving large commission checks
after every event.

Send resume to Karl Fredrickson
kfredrickson@speedwayillustrated.com
978-265-9477
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So many parts, so few hands! With the continued demand for
our Longhorn Genuine Parts, we're looking for a team player to
jump on board as a parts manager ASAP here at our
China Grove, NC HQ. For those interested, please submit your
resumes to info@longhomchassis.com.



